RECOMMENDED
AdvancED

Descriptor Code: GAAA
CURRICULUM DESIGN & EVALUATION

Development
The Board shall appoint a curriculum committee to assess curricular needs,
review curricular inclusions, and make curricular recommendations on expansion
and improvement. The committee shall be comprised of Administration, a board
member, parents, and teachers as appointed annually by the Board.
The curriculum shall include all components/subjects mandated by law and shall
provide for the needs of all students, including both vocational and college-bound
students. The curriculum/curricular programs shall at least contain the following
components:
1.
Content standards, which shall, at a minimum, be based upon state
standards.
2.
Performance objectives, which shall, at a minimum, be based upon state
standards. The objectives should highlight core skills and knowledge that
the majority of students are expected to acquire. They must provide clear
direction to instructors and be concrete enough to allow documentation of
student growth.
Curriculum proposals shall demonstrate consistency with the district’s mission
and education goals, contain a justification for the proposed program, describe
conditions and resources necessary to meet performance standards and
programming needs, and shall contain an implementation procedure and
timeline.
Experimental Programs & Projects
Under this program, teaching and administrative staff may propose experimental
programs and projects to the curriculum committee. The committee shall review
such proposals and make recommendations to the Board based on feasibility
and suitability.
Evaluation
Annually, by a deadline established by the Board, the curriculum committee shall
complete an evaluation of the current curriculum and submit recommendations to
the Board for action. Evaluation will be performed in order to determine the need
for modification to or elimination of current curricular programs and offerings and
the need for new curricular offerings and programs.
The curriculum committee may use at least the following indicators during this
evaluation process:
1.
Testing programs such as national standardized general achievement
tests, nationally standardized tests in specific subject areas, and tests
administered by other agencies;
2.
Study of school achievement records;
3.
Study of students' dropout records;
4.
Utilization of out-of-system services; participation in regional research
studies; contracted evaluation services;
5.
Teacher and parent evaluation of student achievement and curricular
needs;
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6.
7.

Recommendations by teachers and/or administrators;
Evaluation by other agencies.

All board action on curriculum matters will be taken in accordance with the
district’s policy on curriculum adoption.
The District has adopted a separate procedure related to complaints about
instructional material and resources. This policy shall not supersede or govern
that procedure.
Complementing Documents

BBBB, School Board Committees

GAAB, Curriculum Adoption

GAAC, Review & Complaints about Instructional & Resource Material

GAAC-BR, Procedure for Reviewing Complaints about Instructional/
Resource Material
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GAAA .......................... Adopted: March 14, 2017
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RECOMMENDED
AdvancED

Descriptor Code: GAAB
CURRICULUM ADOPTION

Annually, after reviewing the recommendations of the curriculum committee,
budgetary data, other pertinent information, and ensuring the curriculum meets
all requirements under district policy and law, the Board shall vote on the
curriculum for the upcoming school year. The Superintendent shall assist in this
process to ensure the curriculum is comprehensive and meets all applicable legal
requirements.
During the course of the school year, the curriculum committee may suggest
improvements and changes to the curriculum, and such changes may be
implemented administratively by the Superintendent and his/her designee(s) as
the Superintendent deems necessary and educationally sound.
The
Superintendent shall report to the Board prior to implementing such changes.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GAAB .......................... Adopted: March 14, 2017
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RECOMMENDED
AdvancED

Descriptor Code: GAAC

REVIEW & COMPLAINTS OF INSTRUCTIONAL & RESOURCE MATERIAL
In order to consider the opinions of those persons in schools and the community
who are not directly involved with the instructional and resource material
selection process, and to avoid the possibility of a biased or prejudicial attitude
influencing selection, a board-appointed district review committee shall deal with
formal complaints about and/or requests for reconsideration of library and
instructional materials.
This committee shall be responsible for reviewing all selection standards and
procedures and shall work with all departments in clarifying selection criteria.
All citizen requests for reconsideration of and complaints about instructional and
resource material will be processed through the District Review Committee.
A procedure for processing and responding to criticism of approved material shall
be established and followed. This procedure shall include the use of a formal
signed "Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Resources" form.
The District subscribes to the philosophy stated in the School Library Bill of
Rights.
Complementing Documents

GAAC-BR, Procedure for Reviewing Complaints about Instructional/
Resource Material

GAAC-E1, Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Resources

GAAC-E2, Library Bill of Rights

GAAC-E3, Access to Resources & Services in School Library Media
Program

GAAC-E4, Hatch Amendment Sample Letter
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GAAC ............................. Adopted: April 11, 2017
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REQUIRED

Descriptor Code: GAAC-BR

PROCEDURE FOR REVIEWING COMPLAINTS ABOUT
INSTRUCTIONAL/RESOURCE MATERIAL
Review Committee
The Board shall appoint an instructional/resource material review committee
annually before the commencement of the school year. The committee shall be
composed of the following individuals:
1.
A media specialist;
2.
A teacher from each educational level serviced by district schools as
selected by the Superintendent;
3.
A parent or parents;
4.
The principal(s);
5.
The Superintendent.
The committee may obtain the assistance of individuals with expertise in an
area/subject that comes before the committee for review and may hold a public
forum to receive community input when instructional or resource material is
contested.
Review Procedure
When a complaint or request for review of instructional material is made, the
following procedure shall be followed:
1.
The building principal shall require the complainant to complete a Request
for Reconsideration of Instructional/Resource Material form.
2.

The building principal shall submit the completed form to the
Superintendent who shall call the review committee meeting to initiate the
review process as soon as practicable.

3.

If the item being contested is a library book, the item may be placed on
reserve in the library during the review process, requiring parental
permission to check out. If the review relates to curricular material, the
principal shall be responsible for issuing notice to parents of the
instructional material under review and provide parents the option of
electing an alternative assignment for their children during the course of
the review process.

4.

Review committee members shall read/view/listen to all or a substantial
portion of the contested material.

5.

The review committee shall generate a report of recommendations.
Recommendations to remove or restrict access to material must be based
on the following criteria:
a.
The material is pervasively vulgar.
b.
The material is not educationally suitable.
c.
The material is not age-appropriate.
d.
The material is part of the curriculum and forces students to profess
or deny a belief in what they are reading or engage or refrain from
engaging in a practice contrary to their religious belief.
Recommendations shall not be made in an attempt to suppress a
viewpoint or limit student exposure to divergent ideas. Mere exposure to
an idea does not violate students’ rights and the District shall not prescribe

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com

what is orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of
opinion. Consequently, the committee should consider alternatives to
removing instructional/resource material such as, but not limited to, an
opt-out option for curricular material or placing check-out restrictions on
library material.
6.

Committee recommendations shall cite specific passages, sections,
pages, and/or chapters that formed the basis of the recommendations.

7.

If the review committee does not unanimously agree on the
recommendations, the dissenting committee members may generate a
minority report. This report must contain all components listed above.

8.

The review committee shall issue recommendations to the Board as soon
as practical.

9.

The Board shall read the challenged material before acting on the
recommendations.

10.

The board’s ruling is final. All findings and records related to the review
process shall be retained by the Superintendent.

End of McClusky School District #19 Board Reg. GAAC-BR ............ Approved: April 11, 2017
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GAAC-E1

McCLUSKY PUBLIC SCHOOLS REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION
OF INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
Material Information
Author: _____________________________________________________
Title: _______________________________________________________
Publisher or Producer: _________________________________________
Copyright Date: _______________________________________________
Type of Material:  Library book  Periodical  Movie
 Textbook
 Other learning aid: __________________________________________
Requestor’s Information
Name: ______________________________________________________
Telephone numbers
Home: ______________________________________________________
Work: ______________________________________________________
Cell: _______________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________________
Requestor represents:  Self

 Group/organization: ______________

Reason for Request

I do not feel material is educationally suitable for the following reasons.

I do not feel the material is age-appropriate for the following reasons.

The material is part of the curriculum, and I feel it violates students’
rights for the following reasons.

I feel that the material is vulgar. Explain.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Familiarity with Material
Did you read, listen, or view the work in its entirety? If not, what parts?
 Yes
No: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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What are the benefits to be derived from study of this material? _________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
What do you believe is the theme of this material? ___________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Are you aware of the judgment of this material by professional critics? If
yes, explain.
 Yes
No: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Proposed Remedies
What would you like the school to do about this material?
 Do not assign/lend it to my child
 Withdraw it from all students
 Other: ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
In its place, what material of equal literary or scientific value would you
recommend that would convey as valuable a picture and perspective of the
subjects treated?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Signature of Requestor: ________________________________________
Date: _______________________________________________________
FORM MUST BE RETURNED TO THE BUILDING PRINCIPAL
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GAAC-E1
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GAAC-E2
LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

The American Library Association Affirms that all libraries are forums for
information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their
services.
1.
Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest,
information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library
serves.
Materials should not be excluded because of the origin,
background, or views of those contributing to their creation.
2.

Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of
view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed
or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

3.

Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their
responsibility to provide information and enlightenment.

4.

Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with
resisting abridgement of free expression and free access to ideas.

5.

A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because
of origin, age, background, or views.

6.

Libraries that make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the
public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable
basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups
requesting their use.

End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GAAC-E2
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GAAC-E3

ACCESS TO RESOURCES AND SERVICES IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
MEDIA PROGRAM
An Interpretation of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS:
The school library media program plays a unique role in promoting intellectual
freedom. It serves as a point of voluntary access to information and ideas and as
a learning laboratory for students as they acquire critical thinking and problem
solving skills needed in a pluralistic society. Although the educational level and
program of the school necessarily shapes the resources and services of a school
library media program, the principals of the Library Bill of Rights apply equally to
all libraries, including school library media programs.
School library media professionals assume a leadership role in promoting the
principals of intellectual freedom within the school by providing resources and
services that create and sustain an atmosphere of free inquiry. School library
media professionals work closely with teachers to integrate instructional activities
in classroom units designed to equip students to locate, evaluate, and use a
broad range of ideas effectively.
Through resources, programming, and
educational processes, students and teachers experience the free and robust
debate characteristic of a democratic society.
School library media professionals cooperate with other individuals in building
collections of resources appropriate to the development and maturity levels of
students. These collections provide resources, which support the curriculum and
are consistent with the philosophy, goals, and objectives of the School District.
Resources in school library media collections represent diverse points of view on
current as well as historical issues.
While English is, by history and tradition, the customary language of the United
States, the languages in use in any given community may vary. Schools serving
communities in which other languages are used make efforts to accommodate
the needs of students for whom English is a second language. To support these
efforts, and to ensure equal access to resources and services, the school library
media program provides resources, which reflect the linguistic pluralism of the
community.
Members of the school community involved in the collection development
process employ educational criteria to select resources unfettered by their
personal, political, social, or religious views. Students and educators served by
the school library media program have access to resources and services free of
constraints resulting from personal, partisan, or doctrinal disapproval. School
library media professionals resist efforts by individuals or groups to define what is
appropriate for all students or teachers to read, view, hear, or access via
electronic means.
Major barriers between students and resources include but are not limited to:
imposing age or grade level restrictions on the use of resources, limiting the use
of interlibrary loan and access to electronic information, charging fees for
information in specific formats, requiring permission from parents or teachers,
establishing restricted shelves or closed collections, and labeling. Policies,
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procedures, and rules related to the use of resources and services support free
and open access to information.
The School Board adopts policies that guarantee students access to a broad
range of ideas.
These include policies on collection development and
procedures for the review of resources about which concerns have been raised.
Such policies, developed by persons in the school community, provide for a
timely and fair hearing and assure that procedures are applied equitably to all
expressions of concern. School library media professionals implement district
policies and procedures in the school.
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GAAC-E3
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GAAC-E4
HATCH AMENDMENT SAMPLE LETTER

[Date]
Dear [Name]:
This letter is written in response to your request that your child not be involved in
certain school activities or in the use of certain instructional materials without
your prior review and written consent. This request has been submitted to us
under the terms of 20 U.S.C. 1232h, Protection of Student Rights, commonly
referred to as the "Hatch Amendment."
It is the policy of the School District that parents and other members of the public
have the right to inspect instructional materials used or being considered for use
in the schools and to comment upon these materials. The establishment of
curriculum and the decision to include or remove particular materials within the
curriculum are the legal responsibilities of the School Board, acting as the representative of the local community.
The School District has a procedure for parental complaints about curriculum and
instructional materials. If there are specific matters which you believe are
improper or objectionable, you may submit a complaint through these
procedures. However, the law does not give each parent the right to condition
his or her child's attendance at school or any particular activity upon prior
approval of the content or teaching technique used.
The School District acknowledges and complies with the Hatch Amendment
requirement for parental consent prior to psychiatric or psychological
examination, testing or treatment in any program funded by the United States
Department of Education. The School District does not construe this provision to
require parental consent to ordinary classroom activities or teaching techniques.
The public schools are not interested in undermining the efforts of parents or in
manipulating the beliefs of their children. All aspects of the curriculum are open
to inquiry and discussion by concerned members of the community. However,
the schools are charged with the duty of providing an educational program and,
in fulfilling that duty, are empowered with significant discretion in setting
curriculum.
The request set forth in your correspondence cannot be granted. This is not to
say that any of the described activities occur at the schools, but merely
recognizes that the request fails to account for the public interest and function of
the schools as a community institution and overstates the purpose and effect of
the Hatch Amendment.
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GAAC-E4
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GAAD

SELECTION AND ADOPTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
The McClusky Public School Board is legally responsible for all matters relating to
the operation of its public schools. This includes the selection and adoption of
textbooks, supplementary, and other educational materials used in the school
system.
The Board delegates responsibility for the selection of educational materials to the
professionally trained personnel of the school system. The Superintendent shall
bring all instructional material recommendations to the Board for final approval.
Instructional materials include all print and non-print materials used for the
education of the student in the teaching-learning process, including library
material.
Selection Objectives
The primary objective for the selection of instructional materials is to implement
and enrich the curriculum and further the achievement of the district's instructional
goals. It is the district's desire to provide a wide range of materials on appropriate
levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal, and the presentation of different points
of view.
The District subscribes to the philosophy stated in the School Library Bill of Rights.
(See GAAC-E2). When reviewing and selecting educational materials, the
objectives will be to:
1.
Select materials that will provide improvements in content, organization,
and teaching methods and be aligned to the state standards and
benchmarks.
2.
Ensure accurate and up-to-date content and provide for the needs of a wide
range of learners.
3.
Provide for sequential growth and continuity from level to level.
4.
Provide a fair representation of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural
groups and their contributions to our country and world. There will be no
discrimination or bias or prejudice on the basis of sex, race, religion, marital
status, age, disability, national origin, color, or other class protected by law.
5.
Present a balance of opposing sides of controversial issues so that young
citizens may develop, under guidance, the practice of critical thinking.
Consideration will be given to readability and levels of difficulty, appropriateness
of content, skills or prior learning required of students, skills or inservice required
of teachers, provisions for ascertaining mastery of content by students, and
aesthetic quality of materials.
Gift materials are to be judged by the same selection standards and are accepted
or rejected by these standards.
Selection Process
School personnel may, at least, consult the following sources as part of the
instructional material selection process:
1.
Use of library selection aids (e.g., Book List and the School Library Journal)
2.
Exchange of materials with other schools
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Visits to book exhibits and displays
Text and courses of study within the District
Teachers
Students
Educational organizations

All selections must be consistent with the selection objectives listed in this policy.
Complaints
Any citizen who objects to the final selection made by the Board or who objects to
materials already in use should follow the procedures outlined in the board's policy
on Review of Instructional Materials (GAAC).
Complementing Documents
•
GAAC, Review of Instructional Materials
•
GAAC-BR1, Procedure for Reviewing Complaints about Instructional/
Resource Material
•
GAAC-E1, Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Resources
•
GAAC-E2, School Library Bill of Rights
•
GAAC-E3, Access to Resources & Services in School Library Media
Program
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GAAD ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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REQUIRED

Descriptor Code: GABAA
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

It is the policy of the McClusky Public School to provide the appropriate educational
services as required by law. Students are guaranteed equal educational
opportunities regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, ancestry,
disability, age, or other status protected by law. Students identified as lacking the
necessary language proficiency to learn and interact in the classroom shall be
provided necessary services.
The District provides appropriate educational services and parity in
programs/services/resources provided to students who are Limited English
Proficient (LEP) and/or English Language Learners (ELL). The District has
developed a plan that describes the process of identifying and assessing students
who are LEP or ELL. The plan is consistent with state and federal requirements.
The plan also includes a procedure for ensuring participation by identified students
in state mandated assessments and a description of methods used to assist with
language proficiency and academic achievement, including a description of the
instructional model chosen, method of developing individual student instructional
plans, teacher assessment, instructional planning, parental involvement, and
program exit criteria. The plan assures that a trained ESL or bilingual education
teacher shall oversee the LEP and ELL program. The plan will be monitored to
ensure that portions that fail to meet the needs of LEP and ELL students are
revised or discontinued.
Parents or guardians of ELL and LEP student shall be notified upon identification
and be informed of student’s needs, services available, and annual progress in
English and academic achievement. Parents or guardians shall be communicated
with, to the extent practicable, in their native language or a language that they can
understand.
Complementing Documents
•
AAC, Nondiscrimination & Anti-Harassment Policy
•
FAB, School Assignment & Choice
•
FACA, Placement & Adjustment of Transfer Students
•
GABAA-AR, English Language Learners (ELL) Communication Procedure
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GABAA........................ Adopted: March 13, 2018
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Descriptor Code: GABAA-AR
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL) COMMUNICATION PROCEDURE
The following policies, forms, and rules shall be communicated in writing to ELL
and Limited English Proficient (LEP) students (and when applicable, their parents)
in their language of origin. The District should maintain documentation verifying
that students (or, when applicable, parents) have received and understand these
documents. This communication should occur as soon as practical, except as
otherwise specified below, subject to the availability of translation services. Any
delays in providing such written communication to ELL students (and, when
applicable, parents) should be documented in writing with an explanation of the
reason for the delay and a description of how the District intends to accommodate
and/or protect the student until this communication can occur.
1.
School enrollment forms (forms will be translated on a case-by-case basis
as needed)
2.

All school district policies and regulations related to student conduct,
student rights and responsibilities, and general student health and safety
protocols (e.g., medication in schools, student supervision, etc.)

3.

Documents pertaining to ELL identification procedures, services, and optout procedures

4.

Parental consent and waiver forms (forms will be translated on a case-bycase basis as needed)

5.

All safety rules applicable to curricular and extracurricular activities in which
an ELL student participates (e.g., lab safety, shop safety, pool safety,
extracurricular participation safety rules, etc.). These rules should be
communicated prior to the student participating in the activity in which such
rules apply.

End of McClusky School District #19 Administrative Regulation GABAA-AR
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GABC
SEX EDUCATION

Parents have the prime responsibility to assist their children in developing
knowledge and moral values with regard to sex education. The schools shall
support and supplement parents' efforts in the areas of family life and sex
education through the district’s health education curriculum, which shall be offered
in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 7906 and North Dakota law.
In elementary and secondary courses where human reproductive organs and their
functions and processes are described, illustrated, or discussed, opportunity will
be provided for all parents or guardians to request in writing that their children not
attend. Instructional materials to be used in family life and sex education will be
available for inspection by the parent or guardian during school hours prior to the
commencement of the instructional program. Teachers who provide instruction in
family life and sex education will have professional preparation in the subject area.
Complementing Documents
•
ACBB, Significant Contagious Disease
•
GABC-E, Sex Education Law
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GABC ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GABC-E
SEX EDUCATION LAW

20 U.S.C. 7906, Prohibitions
None of the funds authorized under this chapter shall be used:
1.
To develop or distribute materials, or operate programs or courses of
instruction directed at youth, that are designed to promote or encourage
sexual activity, whether homosexual or heterosexual;
2.

To distribute or to aid in the distribution by any organization of legally
obscene materials to minors on school grounds;

3.

To provide sex education or HIV-prevention education in schools unless
that instruction is age appropriate and includes the health benefits of
abstinence; or

4.

To operate a program of contraceptive distribution in schools.

20 U.S.C. 7906, Local Control
Nothing in this section shall be construed to:
1.
Authorize an officer or employee of the Federal Government to mandate,
direct, review, or control a State, local educational agency, or school’s
instructional content, curriculum, and related activities;
2.

Limit the application of
[20 U.S.C.1221 et seq.];

the

General

Education

Provisions

Act

3.

Require the distribution of scientifically or medically false or inaccurate
materials or to prohibit the distribution of scientifically or medically true or
accurate materials; or

4.

Create any legally enforceable right.

State Requirements
15.1-21-24. Health curriculum - Content.
Beginning July 1, 2012, each school district and nonpublic school shall ensure
that the portion of its health curriculum which is related to sexual health includes
instruction pertaining to the risks associated with adolescent sexual activity and
the social, psychological, and physical health gains to be realized by abstaining
from sexual activity before and outside of marriage.
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GABC-E
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RECOMMENDED
AdvancED

Descriptor Code: GABDA
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

The Board recognizes that the key work of school boards is to establish and
promote a clear vision of student achievement as the top priority of the District.
The Superintendent will ensure development and implementation of a district-wide
program for student achievement improvement that engages district stakeholders
in a continuous improvement planning process that provides for annual review,
revision as needed, and reports to the community. The district’s program will be
reflected in school and district improvement plans if applicable and will include, but
not be limited to, the following:
1.
Self-evaluation of current and prior student achievement and behavioral
data, including student and community demographics, student access to
and utilization of educational opportunities to meet standards, district
progress toward development and implementation of improvement
programs, and stakeholder satisfaction.
2.

Data-driven goal setting utilizing methods recommended by the Department
of Public Instruction or local methods.

3.

Action planning including provisions for accountability, professional staff
development, steps to assure a safe educational environment conducive to
learning, identification of local efficiencies and resources, steps to assure
all students have access to the educational opportunities needed to meet
the high standards of the State and District, resource allocation and
realignment strategies needed to support improvement efforts, and steps to
improve methods of student assessments and/or to better utilize student
assessment results.

The district’s program will be consistent with any North Dakota Department of
Public Instruction requirements and reflected in school and district improvement
plans if applicable.
The Board will, in striving for continuous improvement of student achievement,
annually review district and individual school data on student achievement. In
addition, the Board will prioritize, allocate, and realign resources as necessary.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GABDA.............................. Adopted: May 8, 2018
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REQUIRED

Descriptor Code: GABDB

TITLE PROGRAMS DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCEDURE
Process
Any individual who believes that the McClusky Public School has violated the
regulations or law governing a Title program should submit a complaint to the
Superintendent or designee at PO Box 499, McClusky, ND 58463-0499, 701-3632470. The Superintendent or designee shall investigate the complaint and provide
the individual with a written response within 30 days or as soon as practicable.
The complaint must include:
1.
The date;
2.

A detailed description of the complaint, including specific facts;

3.

The signature of person making the complaint.

Reconsideration
If the complaint is not resolved to the satisfaction of the complainant at the district
level, the complainant may forward the complaint to the Title Program Director,
Department of Public Instruction, 600 East Boulevard, Bismarck, ND 58505. DPI
has established a reconsideration procedure in the event that a complainant is
dissatisfied with the State Title Program Director’s decision.
Once the state-level complaint review process has been exhausted, a complainant
may forward the complaint to the Secretary of Education, U.S. Department of
Education, 555 New Jersey Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20208.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GABDB.............................. Adopted: May 8, 2018
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GACA
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES

When McClusky Public High School(s) find(s) it impossible or impractical to offer
a course or courses desired by a student, the school principal may permit the
student to take such a course or courses from the ND Center for Distance
Education or from some other institution which has an accredited correspondence
division. Students who withdraw from school for reasons of emergency may
petition the building principal for permission to take correspondence work toward
graduation credits.
Correspondence courses may also be taken as a part of the gifted and talented
program of the school or if a student is unable, because of scheduling difficulties,
to take a course offered by the McClusky Public High School and required for
graduation.
Failure in a subject is not justification for enrollment in a
correspondence course. If the student can take the course regularly offered at
school, permission to take a correspondence course will be denied.
Once enrolled in a class through the Division, the class will be listed on the
student’s cumulative record form. The grade will be recorded and will be used in
determining the GPA of the student.
Credit will be granted only if the course would normally be found in a high school
curriculum. To be accepted as a part of the requirements for graduation, the record
of credit must be received and recorded one week prior to graduation.
The principal will personally supervise the student's work or will assign a teacher
to do so.
Responsibility for success or failure in correspondence work rests entirely with the
student.
A deposit will be required upon registration to enroll in an online or correspondence
course. The District will reimburse the student's deposit upon completion of the
course. If the student fails to complete the course the deposit is forfeited and may
be responsible for the remaining balance of the course.
Complementing Documents
•
FECA, Honor Roll
•
GCBA, Grading
•
GDB, Graduation Exercises
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GACA ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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REQUIRED

Descriptor Code: GACB
PATRIOTIC EXERCISES

The principal of each school and/or any teacher is allowed to provide a daily
program for the voluntary pledge of allegiance. Students may also receive
instruction concerning the words and music of the national anthem, so they are
able to recite or sing the words and recognize the music.
The Board recognizes that the beliefs of some students and teachers prohibit their
participation in these patriotic exercises. No person shall be required to participate
in these exercises. All persons, however, are expected to show respect to the flag
and to the participation of others in the exercise.
Schools may hold ceremonies and/or integrate information into the curriculum
related to historically significant and/or patriotic holidays such as Martin Luther
King Day, President’s Day, Flag Day, and Columbus Day.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GACB ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com

SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GACCA
POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT

The District shall comply with state law concerning dual enrollment. Students must
be eligible, under state law, to enroll in dual credit courses in order to participate
in this program. The principal shall make a determination of the number of college
credits for which an eligible student is permitted to enroll on a case-by-case basis
based on, but not limited to, the following:
1.
The student’s grade point average;
2.
A recommendation from a counselor or principal;
3.
Whether the postsecondary course in which the student wishes to enroll will
overlap with a course currently offered by the District;
4.
Whether the student has met requirements for high school graduation or the
number of high school courses still needed to meet graduation
requirements.
Although the District shall award a student high school credit for successful
completion of a post-secondary course, no post-secondary course shall be
substituted for a required high school course.
In addition to allowing students to enroll in college-level courses taught at postsecondary institutions, the District may offer courses that qualify for dual credit in
cooperation with eligible institutions. Students enrolled in these courses may apply
to the post-secondary institution for dual credit. Information about the requirements
set forth by the post-secondary institution will be available from counselors and the
teachers of the qualified courses.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GACCA.............................. Adopted: May 8, 2018
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GACCB

WORK EXPERIENCE OPPORTUNITIES
Wherever feasible, actual work experience will be incorporated into all vocational
and technical programs. In all instances, programs providing practical work
experience shall be organized and conducted solely for the purpose of providing
the students with a valuable training experience.
The principal, with the advice of the particular shop or laboratory instructor, shall
make the final decision on services to be performed. This shall apply whether the
work to be done is for the school, a private individual, a business organization, or
a civic or charitable organization.
Items produced for sale shall be limited in distribution to the campus and to
nonprofit public agencies at fair market value.
Items produced for sale shall be sold at fair market value.
The District will comply will state law on school-to-work programs.
Complementing Documents
•
GAAA, Curriculum Design & Adoption
•
GAAB, Curriculum Adoption
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GACCB.............................. Adopted: May 8, 2018
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GACD
SUMMER SCHOOL

The District may conduct a summer school program each year. Its purpose is to
provide additional opportunities for students to receive remedial instruction and
participate in enrichment activities. Summer school attendance does not in any
way guarantee promotion for students.
Preregistration shall precede the issuance of teacher contracts, and only the
number of staff required for operation of the program shall be employed.
The Board will only approve summer school courses that are eligible for state aid
or other forms of funding (grants, federal funding, etc).
Complementing Documents

ABAB, School Year & Calendar
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GACD ................................ Adopted: May 9, 2017
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GB
TEACHING METHODS

It is the desire of the Board that the best available strategies and methods for
bringing about learning be utilized in the district's schools, including the
instructional ideas and practices developed in schools throughout the nation which
have the potential for improving the learning program in the district's schools. With
the approval and under the proper supervision of the building principal, new and/or
experimental types of teaching techniques are encouraged. Adequate planning
for these newer techniques must be done so that the needs of the students may
be met and the resultant learning may be evaluated.
Lesson plans will be submitted as required by the principal.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GB ..................................... Adopted: May 8, 2018
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GBA
ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Teachers shall abide by the curriculum standards adopted by the Board. They
shall only select issues for study that contribute to the attainment of course
objectives, are consistent with state standards and the district’s mission, and are
appropriate for classroom presentation.
Teachers shall determine the
appropriateness of a topic based on the following criteria:
1.
There are adequate and age-appropriate materials available that will allow
students to learn about all sides of an issue.
2.

The topic is age-appropriate, considering the emotional, intellectual, and
social capacities of the class as a whole.

3.

Teachers are equipped personally and academically to present the topic
objectively, allowing students to formulate their own opinions.

Controversial Topics
Controversial topics are issues that are often a matter of opinion and are subjects
of public dispute, debate, or contention. When a topic is of a controversial
nature, teachers shall receive administrative approval prior to presenting it in the
classroom.
Teachers may offer an opinion on issues discussed in the classroom provided
that the teacher clarifies that the opinion should not be construed as an
authoritative answer, that the teacher is speaking on his/her own—not the
district’s—behalf, and encourages students to form their own opinions, stressing
that students are free to express their own views without fear of academic
reprisal.
Teachers that violate this policy or whose speech compromises the district’s
ability to provide a safe and non-disruptive educational environment may be
subject to disciplinary action up to and including discharge.
Complementing Documents

DEBF, Employee Speech

GAAA, Curriculum Design & Evaluation

GBAA, Teaching About Religion
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GBA ............................. Adopted: March 14, 2017
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GBAA
TEACHING ABOUT RELIGION

Factual and objective teaching about religion, the impact of religion, and
religious-based ideas and ideals may be included in classroom instruction if such
information is presented as part of the curriculum and is in keeping with the
district's educational goals and student learning objectives.
Requests to display religious objects in classrooms or schools shall be filed in
accordance with the district’s policy governing religious displays.
Religious musical selections, literature, documents of historical significance,
artwork, and other learning aids may be included in the curriculum on the basis of
their particular educational value and/or traditional secular usage and shall be
presented with works that are nonreligious in nature, shall be selected and
performed as works of art, not as acts of veneration, and shall be presented
prudently and objectively, with background information explaining their purpose.
A student or parent who believes that inclusion of religious material in the
instructional program infringes on the student’s free exercise of religion shall be
given the option of opting-out by filing a request with the building principal. The
building principal shall direct the classroom teacher to provide the student with an
alternative assignment.
Any staff member, citizen, or student who believes that a particular school
program may have violated this policy may submit a complaint in accordance
with the procedures established by board policy for complaints about instructional
material.
Complementing Documents

ABBE, Displays of Religious Objects or Documents

GAAA, Curriculum Design & Evaluation

GAAC, Review & Complaints about Instructional & Resource Material

GAAC-BR, Procedure for Reviewing Complaints about Instructional/
Resource Material

GBAA-E, Teaching about Religion Checklist
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GBAA .......................... Adopted: March 14, 2017
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GBAA-E
TEACHING ABOUT RELIGION CHECKLIST

NOTE:
Any “No” Answer Reflects Potential Difficulty, Either with
Establishment Clause or Community Relations
1.

Is the topic included in state or locally adopted curricular standards?

2.

Do the curricular standards have a secular, non-religious purpose
intended to teach about religion, such that, in context, curriculum reflects
no appearance of endorsement of religious beliefs?

3.

Does the teacher use sound instructional techniques consistent with state
or locally adopted standards?

4.

In context, do instructional techniques reflect no appearance of
endorsement of religious beliefs?
a.
Are techniques consistent with those used for other aspects of the
curriculum?
b.
Are techniques divorced from a “right and wrong” perspective and
focused on teaching about religion rather than truth in religion?
c.
Is there a “critical thinking” approach to controversial topics,
separating a teacher from his or her perspective? Is this approach
used for other controversial topics with a secular, non-religious
purpose?
d.
Is the focus on explicit curricular goals?

5.

Does the teacher use materials approved by the state or consistent with
local policy? Are local board policies regarding approval of materials up to
date?

6.

In context, do instructional materials reflect no appearance of
endorsement of religious beliefs?
a.
Are the materials prepared by school publishers for instructional
purposes consistent with adopted curricular standards?
b.
Is the selection of materials or intended to present a balanced and
objective viewpoint?
c.
Are multiple viewpoints presented?

7.

Does the teacher provide notice to the administration of curricular and
instructional decisions made before they are implemented?
a.
Does district policy require notice and approval of instructional
materials?
b.
Does district policy require notice of potentially controversial topics?

8.

Has the Board been involved with the issue?
a.
In preparation of relevant policies?
b.
Updated with potential for controversy and media exposure?
c.
Aware of instructional and curricular decisions?

9.

Does the District prepare the community and parents for the decisions
being made? How?
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10.

Does the District have a policy on religion in schools?
a.
Was the community involved in its preparation?

11.

Are students given the opportunity to opt out of instruction not consistent
with religious views?

12.

Does the District have a policy for responding to media inquiry on
controversial subjects?
a.
Does the policy designate a single district spokesperson?
b.
Does staff know about the policy?

End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GBAA-E
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GBBA
GUEST SPEAKERS

In order to provide students with more comprehensive exposure to a topic of study,
teachers may recommend the use of a guest speaker to present to a class or group
of students. For the purposes of this policy, a guest speaker is defined as an
individual not employed by the McClusky Public Schools.
Such recommendations shall be made to the building principal who shall approve
or deny the request. The principal’s decision shall be governed by the following
criteria; however, the establishment of these criteria in no way guarantees that
approved speakers will present opinions and/or information in a non-disruptive
manner consistent with the district’s mission and instructional goals and objectives.
1.
Speakers who advocate unconstitutional or illegal acts or ideas shall not be
allowed to present to district students.
2.
The speaker’s topic must have a direct and demonstrable link to the
program/course content and objectives or, in the case of an extracurricular
activity, the activity’s purpose and objectives.
3.
The speaker has the education or experience to present on the purposed
topic.
4.
If the proposed presentation topic is of a controversial nature, there must
be a means of ensuring that the topic is presented in a balanced manner
(e.g., a qualified speaker from both sides of the issues is available to
present).
If the principal approves a teacher’s request for a guest speaker, the principal shall:
1.
Provide notice to parents of the presentation. If the speaker will address a
controversial topic, the principal shall afford parents the option of opting
their child out of the presentation. No academic sanctions shall be taken
against such students and an alternative assignment may be provided.
2.

Require the speaker to agree, in writing prior to the presentation, to the
following:
a.
The speaker will follow all policies related to visitors in school.
b.
The speaker will refrain from using profanity, vulgarity, and lewd
language.
c.
The speaker agrees to present material in an age-appropriate
manner.

3.

Generate a record of the date, time, name, and topic(s) covered by the
guest speaker.

A guest speaker who violates this or other applicable policies, disrupts the
educational environment, or endangers the health or safety of students/staff shall
be asked by a teacher or principal to discontinue his/her presentation and leave
school property. Refusal to leave school property when asked will be deemed to
be a willful disturbance of school operations, and the District will contact law
enforcement to assist with removing the violator from school property or the school
sponsored event.
Complementing Documents
•
KAAA, Visitors in Schools
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•

KAAA-AR, Visitors in schools Regulations

End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GBBA ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GBBB
TELEVISION & MOVIES IN SCHOOLS

Educational Use
The Board believes that certain television programs and movies, when used in
relation to course objectives, will make a contribution to instruction and can add to
students' level of understanding.
A teacher must submit the item to the principal for review and approval in
accordance with administrative regulations. Administrative approval will be based
upon the selection criteria outlined in the selection and adoption of instructional
materials policy and on the following:
1.
Suitability given the maturity level of students.
2.
The subject matter should be appropriate to the curriculum. In discussion
of the program, its content should be integrated with curriculum objectives.
3.
Free of ethnic, sex, or religious bias, unless this bias is used to point out the
dangers of such views in connection with a curricular discussion of bias and
prejudice.
4.
When a program or film contains controversial material, approval will be
based on a teacher’s ability to handle the issue and provide adequate and
appropriate materials that present all sides of the issue.
5.
Availability of alternative sources to accomplish educational objectives.
6.
Feasibility of using a lawfully edited version or specific portions of the movie
or program rather than in its entirety without seriously weakening its
educational value.
7.
In format and content, meets fair use standards and complies with the
copyrighted material policy.
8.
Meets Motion Picture Association of America standards.
Upon receiving administrative approval, teachers must notify parents/guardians of
the upcoming showing and allow reasonable time for parents/guardians to opt their
children out. Alternative assignments will be made available.
Use for Reward & Entertainment
District schools will not show television programs or movies as entertainment or
reward.
Administration will review the suitability of the work given students’ ages and
maturity levels and will also review the appropriateness of the work’s content.
Works containing violence, excessive profanity, sexually explicit material, and/or
promotion of drug and alcohol use will be prohibited from being shown to students
as a reward or entertainment unless an administrator believes an exception is
warranted. In such cases, the Superintendent will review the work and make a final
determination. Upon receiving administrative approval, teachers must notify
parents/guardians of the upcoming showing and allow reasonable time for
parents/guardians to opt their child out.
The principal will be responsible for notifying staff of this policy annually. Staff who
violate this policy will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including
termination.
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Complementing Documents
•
ABCA, Copyright Material & Intellectual Property
•
GAAA, Curriculum Design & Evaluation
•
GBA, Academic Freedom
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GBBB ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GBBC

USE OF COMMERICALLY SPONSORED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 1
Organizations, institutions, and individuals at times develop materials that are
offered to schools free or inexpensively. Extreme care must be exercised in
evaluating and using such material. Staff members shall consult the principal prior
to using such material, and the principal will decide whether its use is in the best
interests of the students.
Sponsored material must meet the same basic selection criteria as any other
learning material, as well as the following special criteria:
1.
Materials should be of such content and quality that they enhance the
instructional program.
2.
Any expression of a point of view should be clearly identified.
3.
Any advertising that appears on or with any material should be in good taste
and unobtrusive.
4.
The source of all material should be clearly identifiable.
Teachers and principals must be aware of their responsibility for preventing any
outside agency from using the public schools for solicitation purposes. In unique
circumstances, materials that are clearly propaganda may be used to teach about
propaganda at the discretion of the principal and under careful teacher supervision.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GBBC ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018

1

This policy must be consistent with policy ABBD.
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RECOMMENDED
AdvancED

Descriptor Code: GCAA

GRADE PROMOTION, RETENTION, & ACCELERATION
The McClusky Public School is committed to fostering the continuous educational
and personal growth of its students. Student progress shall be continually
evaluated based on state achievement standards, course content standards, and
education goals and objectives as established by administration and the teaching
staff.
The Board recognizes that at every grade level there are differences among
students in their intellectual and personal development and that individual
students may be more proficient in some content areas than in others.
Therefore, assignment of a student to a grade level shall be based on the best
educational interest of the student, which shall be determined by using the
criteria established below.
Criteria for Determining Promotion & Retention
The decision to promote or retain a student shall be based on at least the
following criteria:
1.
Whether or not the student has completed course requirements at the
presently assigned grade.
2.
Whether or not the student demonstrates proficiency in enough course
content areas to warrant promotion.
3.
Whether or not the student has sufficiently met achievement standards
and other educational goals/objectives established for the student’s
current grade level.
4.
Whether or not the student demonstrates the degree of social, emotional,
and physical maturation necessary for successful learning experiences in
the next grade level.
5.
The decision to promote or retain a special education student shall be
made by the Individual Education Program (IEP) team in accordance with
applicable law.
Under no circumstances shall a student be retained for the sole purpose of
improving the student’s ability to participate in the district’s athletic program.
A seventh grade student who fails three or more courses (English, Math,
Science, Social Studies, Physical Education/Health, Music, Agricultural
Education, Introduction to Computers/Keyboarding) for any two quarter grading
periods shall be retained in the seventh grade for the following academic year.
An eighth grade student who fails three or more courses (English, Math, Science,
Social Studies, Physical Education/Health, Music, Agricultural Education,
Introduction to Computers/Keyboarding) for any two quarter grading periods shall
be retained in the eighth grade for the following academic year.
Acceleration
The Superintendent or designee may develop grade acceleration criteria and
approval/denial procedures, which shall be delineated in administrative
regulations.
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Complementing Documents

GCAA-AR, Grade Promotion, Retention & Acceleration Procedure
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCAA ................... Adopted: November 14, 2018
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Descriptor Code: GCAA-AR
GRADE PROMOTION, RETENTION & ACCELERATION PROCEDURE
Procedure for Determining Promotion & Retention
If a teacher believes retention is a possibility, s/he shall contact the student’s
parent(s) and inform the building principal as early as possible. The principal shall
inform the parents of remediation options. Advancement to the next grade may be
made conditional upon successful remediation or demonstrated proficiency within
a timeframe established by the principal.
Teachers, in consultation with parents, are responsible for making promotion and
retention recommendations based on promotion and retention criteria contained in
policy. Recommendations shall be submitted to the building principal for approval.
A parent who is dissatisfied with the principal’s decision may appeal to the
Superintendent. The superintendent’s decision shall be final. Appeals must be
initiated within 30 days of receiving notice of the principal’s promotion or retention
decision. Failure to timely present the appeal shall be deemed to be a waiver of
the appeal process.
Promotion & Retention of Special Education Students
The decision to promote or retain a special education student shall be made by the
Individual Education Program (IEP) team in accordance with applicable law.
Parents wishing to appeal the IEP’s decision shall follow appeal procedures under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
Acceleration
Decisions regarding acceleration shall be made by the principal in consultation
with the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s), teacher(s) and guidance counselor. The
principal’s decision shall be binding but may be reversed by the principal should
new evidence indicate such a need.
When making acceleration decisions, principals shall take into account at least the
following criteria:
1.
Whether or not the student has completed course requirements at the
presently assigned grade.
2.
Whether or not the student demonstrates proficiency in enough course
content areas to warrant promotion.
3.
Whether or not the student has sufficiently met achievement standards and
other educational goals/objectives established for the student’s current
grade level.
4.
Whether or not the student demonstrates the degree of social, emotional,
and physical maturation necessary for successful learning experiences in
the next grade level.
End of McClusky School District #19 Administrative Regulation GCAA-AR
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GCAB
CLASS RANKINGS

Rank in class shall be determined by grade point average that will be computed to
the thousandth of a percent and rounded to the nearest hundredth. Only those
credits earned in grades 9 through 12 will be used in the ranking.
All grades (including failing grades, repeated courses, summer school,
correspondence courses, and night school) will be included in determining the
student's grade point average and ranking in class. When students receive grades
such as “Pass, Fail, Unsatisfactory, or Satisfactory,” and where no equivalent letter
grades can be obtained, such grades will not be counted in ascertaining class rank.
For purposes of designation of student honors and for college admission
information, the end of the first semester of the senior year will serve as the cut-off
date for computation of class rank.
In cases where more than one student has the same numerical grade point
average, all students with that average will be given the same rank. The next
highest average will assume the next rank position that will indicate the number of
students having a higher rank.
Valedictorian & Salutatorian
The student with the highest class rank will be valedictorian. In instances when
more than one student holds the numerical one rank, all students holding the rank
will be declared co-valedictorians. The student with the second highest grade point
average will be declared the salutatorian. In instances when more than one
student has the second highest grade point average, all such students will be
declared co-salutatorians.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCAB ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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RECOMMENDED
AdvancED

Descriptor Code: GCBA
GRADING

The grading system shall be fair and applied consistently in each district school.
Grades shall not be assigned in an unreasonable, discriminatory, arbitrary, or
capricious manner and shall not be influenced by parental or community
pressure. Grades shall reflect students’ ability to master educational goals and
objectives as established by administration and the teaching staff.
Grades will be based on a number of factors: quizzes, tests, oral and written
assignments, daily work, classroom participation, and attendance.
Each principal shall monitor grading practices in his/her building to ensure
compliance with this policy.
Grading Grievances
A student or parent who believes that s/he/his/her student has received a grade
that has been assigned in an unreasonable, discriminatory, arbitrary, or
capricious manner or that is the result of a clerical mistake may contest the grade
using the following procedure:
1.
Appeals must be initiated within 30 days of receiving the grade. Failure to
timely present the grievance in accordance with this procedure shall be
deemed to be a waiver of the grievance process.
2.

Appeals may be filed orally or in writing, must be filed with the student’s
building principal, and must cite one of the reasons listed above as a basis
for the grievance.

3.

The principal shall initiate an investigation upon receipt of a grievance filed
in accordance with the procedure listed above. The principal shall review
grading criteria, attendance records, grade books, lesson plans, and
student’s graded assignments and tests. The principal may consult with
the classroom teacher during this process and the student. Based on the
findings, the principal shall render a decision within a reasonable time.
The principal’s decision to affirm or alter a grade shall be final and binding.

Complementing Documents

FFB, Attendance & Absences
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCBA .......................... Adopted: March 14, 2017
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GCBB

STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS TO PARENTS
Written reports on student progress will be issued to parents at least twice a year
in all grades, K-12, and parents will receive written notice of the availability of report
cards at least annually. Quarterly reporting dates will be determined annually and
placed on the school calendar.
The McClusky Public School shall hold parent/teacher conferences. The principal
is responsible for setting up the conferences. Conferences shall be under the
direction and supervision of the principals and conference dates shall be placed
on the school calendar.
Teachers may arrange additional conferences with parents in instances when
children are having learning or behavioral problems, and parents are encouraged
to initiate conferences at any time. Deficiency notices will be mailed to the parents
of those children doing failing or unsatisfactory work.
Complementing Documents
•
GCBA, Grading
•
KAB, Parental Involvement
•
KAB-E, School-Parent Compact
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCBB ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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REQUIRED

Descriptor Code: GCC

PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS AMENDMENT & THIRD-PARTY
RESEARCH ON STUDENTS
Surveys and educational studies can serve as a valuable tool for determining
student needs and developing educational services.
Because of the possibility of a large number of outside requests to conduct
surveys and research studies, the Superintendent shall only bring to the Board
for approval1 requests that at least meet the following criteria:
1.
The study/survey is conducted for the purpose of improving the education
or general welfare of students.
2.

The party proposing the study/survey has a purpose and mission that is in
keeping with the district’s mission, goals, and objectives.

3.

The study/survey proposal is sufficient in scope and depth to justify the
use of the time and effort of district students and staff.

4.

The party conducting the study/survey will provide a copy of the survey
instrument and/or any instructional material that will be used including, but
not limited to: textbooks, teachers’ manuals, films, software, and/or other
supplementary material. Such material must be provided prior to the
initiation of the survey/study and in a timely manner, allowing the
Superintendent and other relevant school officials ample opportunity to
review such material, bring approval recommendations to the Board, and
comply with any applicable parental notification and consent requirements
under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) if the survey
concerns a protected area or is for marketing purposes.2

5.

Neither the study/survey nor its findings are reasonably predicted to
exploit or compromise the safety of district students and staff.

6.

The party conducting the study/survey agrees to provide a copy of the
outcome/results to the District within a reasonable time after the
study/survey’s completion.

Before recommending to the Board for approval a study/survey, the
Superintendent shall also take into account the amount of instructional time the
survey/study will consume, if it will unduly disrupt the educational environment,
the level of supervision the District will have to provide to third parties conducting
1

See NDCC 15.1-07-25.3
Protected areas are as follows:
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent;
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;
3. Sex behavior or attitudes;
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;
5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships;
6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; or
8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility.
2

Parental consent requirements: If a survey on a protected area is funded in whole or in part by a program
of the U.S. Department of Education (ED), parental consent is required for students to participate. If a
survey relates to a protected area and is funded by a source other than ED or if a survey on any topic is
conducted for marketing purposes, schools must provide parents with advance notice of the survey and an
opportunity to opt out.
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the survey/study, the amount of protected/confidential information that will be
gathered, and whether or not the agency conducting the survey/study has
developed appropriate safeguards for collection, protection, disclosure, and use
of protected/confidential information.
Teachers may use surveys in classes to determine student knowledge and/or
attitudes prior to teaching about a particular subject/unit, provided that
administrative approval has been given and provided that responses will not be
used in a manner that would breach student confidentiality requirements under
law and/or district policy.
Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)
The District shall comply with PPRA, which affords parents specific rights with
relation to conducting surveys, collecting and using student information for
marketing purposes, and conducting certain physical exams.
Under PPRA, parents are afforded the following rights:
1.
Receive advance notice of any survey related to a protected area 3 and an
opportunity to opt in their child if the survey is funded by the U.S.
Department of Education (ED) or opt out their child if the survey is not
funded by ED.
2.
Receive advance notice of any survey that will be used for marketing
purposes and an opportunity to opt out their child.
3.
Upon request, inspect a survey created by a third party or a survey that
will be used for marketing purposes before the survey is administered or
distributed by a school to a student; parents must file such requests with
the building principal, and the building principal or designee will mail,
email, or arrange for a parent to inspect the survey at school within a
reasonable timeframe after receiving the request.
4.
Upon request, inspect any instructional material used as part of the
educational curriculum for his/her child; parents must file such requests
with the building principal, and the building principal or designee will mail,
email, or arrange for a parent to inspect the instructional material at school
within a reasonable timeframe after receiving the request.
5.
Receive advance notice of any nonemergency physical exam and an
opportunity to opt out except when the physical exam is required by law.
Whenever administering or overseeing a survey or physical exam of students,
the District will comply with student confidentiality requirements in law and
applicable district policy.
Complementing Documents

FGA, Student Education Records & Privacy

GAAA, Curriculum Design & Evaluation

GCC-E, Model Notification of Rights Under the Protection of Pupil Rights
Amendment
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCC ............................. Adopted: March 14, 2017

3

See footnote one for a definition of protected area.
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GCC-E

MODEL NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS UNDER THE PROTECTION OF PUPIL
RIGHTS AMENDMENT (PPRA)
PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding our conduct of surveys, collection
and use of information for marketing purposes, and certain physical exams.
These include the right to:
1.
Consent before students are required to submit to a survey that concerns
one or more of the following protected areas (“protected information
survey”) if the survey is funded in whole or in part by a program of the U.S.
Department of Education (ED):
a.
Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent;
b.
Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;
c.
Sex behavior or attitudes;
d.
Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;
e.
Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close
family relationships;
f.
Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers,
doctors, or ministers;
g.
Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents;
or
h.
Income, other than as required by law to determine program
eligibility.
2.

Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of:
a.
Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding;
b.
Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required
as a condition of attendance, administered by the school or its
agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and
safety of a student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis
screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or
required under State law; and
c.
Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information obtained from students for marketing or to sell or
otherwise distribute the information to others.

3.

Inspect, upon request and before administration or use:
a.
Protected information surveys of students;
b.
Instruments used to collect personal information from students for
any of the above marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes;
and
c.
Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum.

These rights transfer from parents to a student who is 18 years old or an
emancipated minor under State law.
McClusky Public School has developed and adopted policies, in consultation with
parents, regarding these rights, as well as arrangements to protect student
privacy in the administration of protected information surveys and the collection,
disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales, or other
distribution purposes.
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McClusky Public School will directly notify parents of these policies at least
annually at the start of each school year and after any substantive changes.
McClusky Public School will also directly notify, such as through U.S. Mail or
email, parents of students who are scheduled to participate in the specific
activities or surveys noted below and will provide an opportunity for the parent to
opt his or her child out of participation of the specific activity or survey. McClusky
Public School will make this notification to parents at the beginning of the school
year if the District has identified the specific or approximate dates of the activities
or surveys at that time. For surveys and activities scheduled after the school
year starts, parents will be provided reasonable notification of the planned
activities and surveys listed below and be provided an opportunity to opt their
child out of such activities and surveys. Parents will also be provided an
opportunity to review any pertinent surveys.
Following is a list of the specific activities and surveys covered under this
requirement:
1.
Collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales
or other distribution.
2.
Administration of any protected information survey not funded in whole or
in part by ED.
3.
Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening as
described above.
Parents who believe their rights have been violated may file a complaint with:
Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202-8520
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit GCC-E
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GCD

REQUESTS TO VIEW NORTH DAKOTA STATE ASSESSMENTS
The McClusky Public School will comply with NDCC 15.1-21-14, which allows
anyone over the age of 20 to view North Dakota State Assessments once these
tests are in the possession of the District. Other assessments administered by
district schools are not available for viewing unless authorized by the assessment
developer.
The Superintendent shall develop requirements for viewing North Dakota State
Assessments. These requirements shall be consistent with guidance issued by
the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction, shall include an age verification
procedure, and shall prohibit any student who is required by law to take these
assessments from previewing them. These requirements shall be printed on a
request form. The request form must be completed by anyone wishing to view a
North Dakota State Assessment. The request form shall be available in each
school’s main office. Information on the availability of the request form will be
published in the district’s newsletter.
Any suspected or known impropriety, irregularity, and/or breach associated with
viewing a North Dakota State Assessment must be reported to a school
administrator who shall report the issue to the assessment developer as soon as
possible.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCD ................................... Adopted: May 8, 2018
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EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GCD-E

REQUEST TO VIEW NORTH DAKOTA STATE ASSESSMENTS
First and Last Name: _______________________________________________
Date of Birth: ___________________
Daytime Phone Number: ____________________________________________
Email Address (optional): ____________________________________________
List the subject and grade-level of the assessment(s) you are requesting to view:
________________________________________________________________
North Dakota State Assessments are available for viewing only during district
office hours when a staff member is available to serve as a monitor. A district
staff member will contact requestors to schedule a viewing time. Regardless of
the assessment viewing schedule, North Dakota State Assessments will take
place on the date and time originally scheduled by the District.
Viewings are subject to the following requirements:
•
Students who are required by law to take state assessments will be
prohibited from previewing them.
•
Because the online version of the assessment is adaptive, only the paper
version of the assessment will be available to view.
•
Viewings must occur at the district office; the District will not allow a
viewing to occur elsewhere.
•
Failure by the requestor to arrive on time or failure to attend his/her
scheduled viewing may result in the District denying the requestor’s
subsequent requests to view a North Dakota State Assessment for the
remainder of the school year. The Superintendent may make an
exception to this rule if the requestor had an emergency or notified the
District of the need to reschedule.
•
The requestor will be required to check into the main office immediately
upon arrival.
•
The requestor understands and agrees to comply with the district’s
policies on visitors in schools (descriptor code KAAA), which accompanies
this request form.
•
Viewings will be monitored by a district staff member. The district monitor
will not be an immediate family member of the requestor (i.e., child,
spouse, sibling, parent, grandparent, stepparent, aunt, uncle, in-law, or
cousin) or anyone currently residing with the requestor.
•
To ensure district operations are not disrupted, viewings shall be restricted
to no more than 30-minute intervals per day.
•
Only one requestor at a time may view a specific subject and grade-level
assessment.
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•
•
•
•

•
•

•

The requestor must present to the district monitor this request form and a
valid, government-issued form of identification showing date of birth.
The District reserves the right to videotape the requestor while viewing the
assessment.
The requestor is prohibited from copying the assessment and/or removing
the assessment from the viewing room.
The requestor will not bring any image or sound recording devices
(including cell phones), writing utensils, backpacks, purses, or bags into
the viewing room.
The District will not copy, scan, email, or otherwise release the
assessment to the requestor.
The requestor agrees not to compromise the validity and reliability of the
assessment (e.g., by disclosing any information from the assessment to a
student).
The requestor understands and agrees that failure to comply with any of
the district’s state assessment viewing requirements may cause the
viewing session to end and may cause denial of the requestor’s requests
to view North Dakota State Assessments for this and the next school
years.

I understand and agree to comply with the stated conditions.
_____________________________
Requestor’s Signature

_____________________
Date

RETURN THIS FORM TO:
Andrea Lauer, Business Manager
219 Ave D W, PO Box 499
McClusky, ND 58463
andrea.lauer@k12.nd.us
Fax: 701-363-2239
For district use only.
Date and time form received: _______________________________________
The following items must be completed by the district monitor:
Date and time of assessment viewing: _______________________________
First and last name of monitor: _____________________________________
Form of government ID requestor presented to verify date of birth:
________________________________________________________________
Initial here to certify that the ID was valid and the requestor is over the age
of 20: _____
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GCE

OPTING OUT OF STATE AND FEDERAL ASSESSMENTS:
WHEN ALLOWED AND WHEN PROHIBITED
Policy Notice Dissemination
In accordance with federal law, at the beginning of the school year, the District
shall provide notice of the right to request a copy of this policy to parents of
students attending schools receiving Title I funds. The District will provide a copy
of this policy to a requesting parent in a timely manner.
State Assessments
The District cannot approve requests to opt out of state assessments. Approval of
such requests is contrary to state law (NDCC 15.1-21-08). This law requires state
assessments to be administered to all students in grades designated by law.
National Assessment of Educational Progress
As a condition of receiving federal funds, the District participates in the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).
The National Assessment
Governing Board has established a policy recommending a 95 percent
participation rate among all students eligible to take the exam. For students
classified as either English Language Learners or students with disabilities, the
National Assessment Governing Board recommends an 85 percent participation
rate. If the district sample falls below these goals, it shall be identified in NAEP
reporting.
To help ensure that the District has a representative sample of students taking the
NAEP, which will allow the District to assess the quality and effectiveness of its
programming on a national level, the District strongly encourages all eligible
students to participate. However, student participation in NAEP is voluntary. The
District shall provide parents of eligible students with reasonable notice prior to the
exam being administered and an opt-out form. This opt-out form must be returned
to the District at least 5 days prior to the exam date to ensure that the District is
able to coordinate supervision and alternative activities for students who have
opted out.
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GCE ................................ Adopted: June 19, 2018

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com

EXHIBIT

Descriptor Code: GCE-E
NOTICE OF POLICY ON OPTING OUT OF ASSESSMENTS

The McClusky Public School Board has adopted a policy on approval and denial
of state and federal assessment opt-out requests, which is based on requirements
in law. The policy can be requested by contacting Andrea Lauer, Business
Manager at McClusky Public Schools, PO Box 499, McClusky, ND 58463 or at
701-363-2470 or can be viewed online by visiting http://www.mcclusky.k12.nd.us.
NOTE: Provide this notice at the beginning of the school year to parents of students
attending schools receiving Title I funds.
End of McClusky School District #19 Exhibit
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SUPPLEMENTARY

Descriptor Code: GDAA
EARLY GRADUATION

This Board believes that with rare exception the many benefits of a high school
education cannot be fully realized in less than four years. Further, it views the
entire senior year as an important period during which the student should be able
to enjoy many experiences providing academic growth and enrichment,
exploration of new areas, and social growth and maturity.
Only in unusual or extenuating circumstances should a student forego the
opportunities available during the senior year. But for those who may have special
needs or goals and who would benefit from early graduation, the following policy
is established.
Requirements
The candidate must have:
1.
Completed 7 semesters of high school attendance. Summer school shall
not be used to achieve early graduation.
2.
Satisfied all of the requirements of a four-year graduate.
3.
Earned at least a 2.5 GPA.
4.
Qualified by virtue of extenuating circumstances or special goals.
Procedures
If the applicant meets the above requirements, the student will submit a written
request for early graduation to the high school principal. The request must contain
a statement of endorsement and the signatures of the parents or legal guardian
and must clearly express the reasons for the request.
The matter will be thoroughly reviewed in conference to include the student,
counselor, parents, and the high school principal. After a complete evaluation of
the request, the principal will forward recommendations to the Superintendent for
approval or denial.
Graduation
If early graduation is approved, the student may participate in commencement
exercises on the same basis as other graduates. Students who do not participate
in commencement will receive their diplomas as soon as practical.
Complementing Documents
•
GDA, Graduation Requirements
•
GDB, Graduation Exercises
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GDAA ................................ Adopted: May 8, 2018
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RECOMMENDED

Descriptor Code: GDB
GRADUATION EXERCISES

The Board wishes to recognize the achievement of high school graduation by
annually holding a graduation ceremony.
Participation Criteria
Only students who have completed all district graduation requirements shall
participate in the ceremony. The Superintendent is authorized to make exceptions
to this policy under the following circumstances:
1.
A student who is within one semester credit of meeting graduation
requirements at the end of the school year will be permitted to participate in
the graduation ceremonies with his/her class if he/she has made
arrangements to complete the credit. His/her diploma will be awarded when
the requirement has been met.
2.

A special education student who is unable to meet graduation requirements
but will receive a certificate of attendance or special education diploma.

Additional exceptions may be approved by the Board, upon recommendation of
the Superintendent.
Participation in the graduation ceremony is a privilege not a right. Students who
violate student conduct policies/regulations may be denied the privilege of
participation in the ceremony at the principal’s or superintendent’s discretion.
Graduation Speakers
Student graduation speakers shall be selected based on neutral criteria. Student
speakers shall have primary control over their speech and the district’s policy on
student speech at student assemblies shall apply to graduation ceremonies.
Complementing Documents
•
FF, Student Conduct & Discipline
•
FFG, Student Assemblies
End of McClusky School District #19 Policy GDB ................................... Adopted: May 8, 2018
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